
 

 

Notice of meeting and agenda 

 

 

Education, Children and Families Committee 

 

10.00 am Tuesday, 7th December, 2021 

 

Virtual Meeting - via Microsoft Teams 

 

This is a public meeting and members of the public are welcome to watch the webcast 

live on the Council’s website. 

The law allows the Council to consider some issues in private. Any items under “Private 

Business” will not be published, although the decisions will be recorded in the minute of 

this meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contacts 

Email:  lesley.birrell@edinburgh.gov.uk/matthew.brass@edinburgh.gov.uk 
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1. Order of business 

1.1   Including any notices of motion and any other items of business 

submitted as urgent for consideration at the meeting. 

 

 

2. Declaration of interests 

2.1   Members should declare any financial and non-financial interests 

they have in the items of business for consideration, identifying the 

relevant agenda item and the nature of their interest. 

 

 

3. Deputations 

3.1   If any 

 

 

4. Minutes 

4.1   Minute of the Education, Children and Families Committee of 12 

October 2021 - submitted for approval as a correct record 

 

9 - 20 

5. Forward Planning 

5.1   Work Programme 

 

21 - 24 

5.2   Rolling Actions Log 

 

25 - 54 

6. Business Bulletin 
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6.1   Business Bulletin 

 

55 - 74 

7. Executive decisions 

7.1   Early Years Report - Covid-19 Pandemic Recovery for Providers 

in Edinburgh - Holy Corner Play Group – Report by the Executive 

Director of Education and Children's Services 

75 - 80 

7.2   Early Years Update – Report by the Executive Director of 

Education and Children's Services 

81 - 148 

7.3   Promoting Equality – verbal update by the Executive Director of 

Education and Children’s Services 

 

7.4   Holiday Support for Children Affected by a Disability – Report by 

the Executive Director of Education and Children's Services 

149 - 158 

7.5   Update on Gaelic Medium Education Statutory Consultation – 

Report by the Executive Director of Education and Children's 

Services 

159 - 168 

7.6   New Primary School Name - Survey Results – Report by the 

Executive Director of Education and Children's Services 

169 - 176 

7.7   School Sports and Extracurricular Activities - Progress Update – 

Report by the Executive Director of Education and Children's 

Services 

177 - 248 

7.8   Learning Together - Parental Engagement, Parental Involvement, 

Family Learning and Learning at Home – Report by the Executive 

Director of Education and Children's Services 

 

249 - 266 

7.9   Edinburgh Child Protection Committee Annual Report 2020-2021 

– Report by the Executive Director of Education and Children's 

Services 

267 - 292 
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7.10   Professional Review and Development Policy – Report by the 

Executive Director of Education and Children's Services 

293 - 326 

7.11   Learning Estate Update – Report by the Executive Director of 

Education and Children's Services 

327 - 340 

7.12   School Excursions - Equity (Update) – Report by the Executive 

Director of Education and Children's Services 

341 - 350 

7.13   Response to the Consultation on Education Reform – Report by 

the Executive Director of Education and Children's Services 

351 - 372 

8. Routine decisions 

8.1   Revenue Monitoring 2021-22 - Month Six Position – Report by 

the Executive Director of Education and Children's Services 

373 - 378 

8.2   Chief Social Work Officer Annual Report 2020-2021 - Referral 

from the Policy and Sustainability Committee 

 

379 - 444 

9. Motions 

9.1   Motion by Councillor Mary Campbell – Working Group Vacancies 

“Committee agrees to replace Councillor Gavin Corbett with 

Councillor Mary Campbell on the Wester Hailes Working Group 

and the Corporate Parenting Member Officer Group” 

 

9.2   Motion by Councillor Mary Campbell - Supporting School Staff 

“Committee recognises the extreme pressures on school staff 

caused by the pandemic, particularly in relation to staff absence, 

and the mental health impacts of the pandemic on staff and 

pupils.  

Committee feels the resumption of school inspections is not 

appropriate when schools are under such pressure and agrees to 

write to the Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills sharing the 

concerns of committee and of EiS, and to request consideration 

of delaying inspection visits for this academic year.  
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Committee also understands that the pressures of the pandemic 

has shown the need for the Council to do more to support our 

Pupil Support Assistants. Committee requests a report to come to 

Education, Children and Families in one cycle, to analyse what 

could be done in terms of recruitment, training, pay and career 

structures.  

Committee expresses thanks to all school staff working so hard in 

these difficult times and acknowledges the difficulties they are 

facing. Committee requests that Council officers look to see if any 

part of the workload of schools can be reduced without impacting 

learning and teaching.” 

 

9.3   Motion by Councillor Ian Perry - Support for Teachers and School 

Staff 

“Committee acknowledges the challenges outlined in the EIS 

email that was sent to committee members recently.  We 

recognise this as one of the toughest times in educational history 

for our teachers and school staff due to pandemic related issues. 

Committee expresses its deep gratitude for the sheer workload 

that all school staff have undertaken to keep our schools open 

and to ensure that there is no further educational impact on our 

children and young people. 

Consequently, Committee agrees:  

1. To write to the Scottish Government and Education 

Scotland and ask them to suspend school inspections 

during such challenging times.  

2.  To ask officials to report back early in the new year on the 

work being undertaken to improve Pupil Support 

Assistants’ terms and conditions.  

  

3.  To communicate to parents the challenges facing schools 

in this recovery phase and the efforts teachers and school 

staff are making to keep schools open.” 
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Nick Smith 

Service Director, Legal and Assurance 

 

Committee Members 

Councillor Ian Perry (Convener), Councillor Alison Dickie (Vice-Convener), Councillor 

Eleanor Bird, Councillor Steve Burgess, Councillor Mary Campbell, Councillor Scott 

Douglas, Councillor Joan Griffiths, Councillor David Key, Councillor Callum Laidlaw, 

Councillor Jason Rust and Councillor Louise Young. 

Added Members for Education Items 

Religious Representatives 

Fiona Beveridge, Monsignor Anthony Duffy and Rabbi David Rose. 

Parent Representative (Non-Voting) 

Alexander Ramage 

 

Information about the Education, Children and Families Committee 

The Education, Children and Families Committee consists of 11 Councillors, 3 religious 

representatives and 1 parent representative (non-voting) and is appointed by the City of 

Edinburgh Council.  

This meeting of the Education, Children and Families Committee is being held virtually 

by Microsoft Teams. 

 

Further information 

If you have any questions about the agenda or meeting arrangements, please contact 

Lesley Birrell or Matthew Brass, Committee Services, City of Edinburgh Council, 

Business Centre 2.1, Waverley Court, 4 East Market Street, Edinburgh EH8 8BG,   

email lesley.birrell@edinburgh.gov.uk/matthew.brass@edinburgh.gov.uk . 

 

The agenda, minutes and public reports for this meeting and all the main Council 

committees can be viewed online by going to the Council’s online Committee Library .  

Live and archived webcasts for this meeting and all main Council committees can be 

viewed online by going to the Council’s Webcast Portal. 

http://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/cpol
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Webcasting of Council meetings 

Please note this meeting may be filmed for live and subsequent broadcast via the 

Council’s internet site – at the start of the meeting the Convener will confirm if all or part 

of the meeting is being filmed. 

The Council is a Data Controller under Data Protection legislation.  We broadcast 

Council meetings to fulfil our public task obligation to enable members of the public to 

observe the democratic process.  Data collected during this webcast will be retained in 

accordance with the Council’s published policy including, but not limited to, for the 

purpose of keeping historical records and making those records available via the 

Council’s internet site. 

Any information presented by individuals to the Committee at a meeting, in a deputation 

or otherwise, in addition to forming part of a webcast that will be held as a historical 

record, will also be held and used by the Council in connection with the relevant matter 

until that matter is decided or otherwise resolved (including any potential appeals and 

other connected processes).  Thereafter, that information will continue to be held as 

part of the historical record in accordance with the paragraphs above. 

If you have any queries regarding this, and, in particular, if you believe that use and/or 

storage of any particular information would cause, or be likely to cause, substantial 

damage or distress to any individual, please contact Committee Services 

(committee.services@edinburgh.gov.uk). 

 


